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WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS




June 19, 2018
TO:
Superior Court and District Court Judges and Commissioners, Court Administrators, County Clerks, Prosecuting Attorneys, Defense Attorneys, and Law Libraries
FROM:
Merrie Gough, Senior Legal Analyst

SUBJECT:
JUNE 2018 SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO GARNISHMENT FORMS
The Washington Pattern Forms Committee updated the Garnishment forms based upon:

· Laws of 2018, ch. 199 (3SHB 1169), Garnishment/private education loan

· Recommended changes

The following table contains detailed descriptions of the changes:

	No.
	Form Number
	Form title and description of changes

	1.
	GARN 01.0200
	Writ of Garnishment (Debts other than Earnings – After Judgment)
In the caption, below the form title and docket codes, change the check box option as follows:

“ This garnishment is based on a judgment or order for: 
 child support
 private student loan debt”
Change the first two lines as follows:

“The State of Washington to:
 (Garnishee)
And to: 
 (Defendant(s))”
On the first page, in the table, change the first line as follows:

“Balance of Judgment or Amount of Claim:”
On page three, change the date line to:

“Dated:
“ 

	2.
	GARN 01.0250
	Writ of Garnishment for Continuing Lien on Earnings
In the caption, below the form title and docket codes, change the check box option as follows:

“ This garnishment is based on a judgment or order for: 
 child support
 private student loan debt”
In the footer, change “Laws of 2012, ch. 159, §4” to “RCW 6.27.105.”

Change the first two lines as follows:

“The State of Washington to:
 (Garnishee)
And to: 
 (Defendant(s))”
On the first page, in the table, change the first line as follows:

“Balance of Judgment or Amount of Claim:”
On page two, in the paragraph beginning with “If, at the time this writ was served…” change the last sentence as follows:

“…However, if this writ carries a statement in the heading that of either “This garnishment is based on a judgment or order for child support,” the basic exempt amount is 50 percent of disposable earnings; or “this garnishment is based on a judgment or order for private student loan debt,” the basic exempt amount is the greater of 85 percent of disposable earnings or 50 times the minimum hourly wage of the highest minimum wage law in the state at the time the earnings are payable.
On page three, change the date line to:

“Dated:
“


	3.
	GARN 01.0450
	Notice of Garnishment and of Your Rights
Below the form title, change the effective date to “June 7, 2018.”

Below the heading “YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING EXEMPTION RIGHTS,” add the following to the end of the paragraph beginning with “WAGES:”

“If the garnishment is for private student loan debt, the exempt amount paid to you will be the greater of the following:  A percent of your disposable earnings, which is 85 percent of the part of your earnings remaining after your employer deducts those amounts which are required by law to be withheld, or 50 times the minimum hourly wage of the highest minimum wage law in the state at the time the earnings and payable.”
Change the paragraph titled “OTHER EXEMPTIONS” as follows:

“OTHER EXEMPTIONS.  If the garnishee holds other property of yours, some or all of it may be exempt under RCW 6.15.010, a Washington statute that exempts property of your choice (including up to $2,500 in a bank account if this garnishment is for private student loan debts or up to $500 in a bank account for all other debts) and certain other property such as household furnishings, tools of trade, and a motor vehicle (all limited by differing dollar values).”



	4.
	GARN 01.0500
	Exemption Claim (Writ to garnish funds or property held by a financial institution)
On page two, delete the check box for:

“    $200 exemption if debt is to state agency.”
And replace it with:

“    $2,500 exemption if this garnishment is for private student loan debts.”



	5.
	GARN 01.0520
	Exemption Claim (Writ directed to employer to garnish earnings)
On page two, immediately above the signature lines, insert:

“IF EARNINGS ARE GARNISHED FOR PRIVATE STUDENT LOAN DEBT:

  I claim the maximum exemption.”



	6.
	GARN 01.0570
	Notice to Defendant of Non-Responsive Exemption Claim
On page one, below the line beginning with “your Exemption Claim fails…” add the following as the fourth check box option:

“ FORMCHECKBOX 
  Exemption(s) specific to Private Student Loan Debt are claimed and the Writ of Garnishment herein is not issued for enforcement of a private student loan debt;”


